
Nursery Parent Information

Welcome to our Nursery information guide for parents.

We aim to create a nurturing environment where children can thrive through play-based learning and develop a

strong foundation for their educational journey.
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Nursery Admissions

Our Nursery welcomes children from the beginning of the term following their third birthday. We offer up to five terms of free part-time 

early learning before children join the Reception class. To maximise your child's enjoyment and benefit, we recommend full-time 

attendance (five mornings). However, we understand that family situations vary, so we ask that you contact us to discuss your

individual needs if considering a part-time place.

We believe a minimum of three days a week is necessary for children to settle and build relationships with their peers and adults in the 

setting. The majority of our children attend five days a week, which allows them to fully engage in our learning activities and build on 

their experiences throughout the week.

We allocate places one term in advance: in April for September admission, in September for January admission, and in January for April 

admission. Places are offered in accordance with our Nursery Admissions policy. For enquiries regarding Nursery admissions, please 

email us at admin@hitchams.suffolk.sch.uk

Application Process

Complete and submit the Nursery 

Application form for the desired year, 

at least one full term in advance of 

the required start date.

Extended Hours

We offer a chargeable lunch club until 

1:30 PM and eligible families may use 

extended hours funding to cover this 

cost.

Funding

We provide 15 free funded hours of 

childcare - 5 mornings of 3 hours. 

You will be advised when you need to 

complete these funding forms.
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Learning Through Play
At the heart of our Nursery's approach is learning through play. We use a thematic

curriculum that allows us to follow children's interests while introducing new concepts. Our

carefully planned continuous provision activities enable child-initiated and adult-supported

learning across all seven areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum.

Our activities include a wide range of experiences both in the class room and in our lovely

outside garden space, such as mark making with various materials, junk modelling, sand and

water play, role play, construction, painting, investigation, music, developmental movement

play, number and shape activities, games and puzzles, puppets, sensory experiences,

cooking, and more. We also spend time in ‘Robin Wood’ on a weekly basis. These activities

are designed to develop skills across all learning areas while encouraging creativity and

exploration.

While our approach is play-based, we also provide adult-focused activities to encourage the development of specific skills and 

knowledge. Our learning is structured around the following areas:

Prime Areas
• Communication and Language

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

• Physical Development

Specific Areas
• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts and Design
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Home-School Communication

We believe in maintaining strong communication between home and school to support your child's learning 

journey. To facilitate this, we use the Tapestry Online Learning Journey system, a secure platform for parents 

using a password-protected web page or PIN-secure mobile app.

During the week we will upload a few posts of Nursery activities and we encourage parents to actively 

participate by uploading your own observations of your child's learning at home and viewing and celebrating 

your child's achievements and progress. This two-way communication helps us see how your child's learning is 

reflected both at nursery and at home, creating a holistic view of their development. 

In addition to the digital platform, we also create a paper-based Learning Journey to celebrate your child's learning throughout

their time in Nursery. This physical record serves as a wonderful keepsake of their early educational experiences.

ParentMail is our main school communication system for absence reporting, sharing weekly newsletters, 

diary dates, information about school events, as well as booking parent consultations, and paying for school 

lunches and trips.  All parents should sign up when they join the school.

Our school information system, Arbor, securely holds your child’s and your information from when you join 

the school.  This system is new in 2025 and parents will be able to use it for giving permissions, booking 

clubs, seeing your child’s attendance and much more.
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General Nursery Information

Our Nursery is staffed by experienced professionals dedicated to providing the 

best care and education for your child. The key staff members are:

• Nursery Teacher:   Mrs Hopkins

• Nursery TA:             Miss Cudmore

Session Times:

• Nursery:                  8:45 am – 11:45 am     (Rolling start from 8:35 pm)

• Lunch Club:            11:45 am – 1:30 pm

Arrival and Pick-up Procedures:

• Arrival: Please come to the Nursery gate on the front playground. We recommend a quick drop-off, but we're flexible to accommodate 

individual needs.

• Session pick-up (11:45 am): Wait by the blue metal gates on the drive and press the buzzer at 11:45 am.

• Lunch club pick-up (1:30 pm): Wait by the blue metal gates on the drive and press the buzzer at 1:30 pm.

For any changes in pick-up routine, please inform us in writing. We prioritise your child's safety and will not release them without confirmed 

information.
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What to Bring to Nursery

To ensure your child has everything they need at nursery, please provide the following items:

Book Bag

We encourage sharing books from the 

Nursery to support your child's literacy 

development. Please send a book bag on 

designated days if you wish to borrow books.

Water Bottle

Send a clearly named water bottle 

filled with water only.

Change of Clothes

Provide a clearly named bag with a change of 

clothes and a plastic bag for wet or dirty 

clothing. This bag will remain at school.

Nappies and Wipes

If applicable, supply a good stock of 

nappies, wipes, and nappy sacks in a 

separate bag.

Please ensure all items are clearly labelled with your child's name. We recommend against bringing special toys to avoid loss or damage, but 

please discuss with us if you feel a particular item will help your child settle.

Clothing: Dress your child in clothing that can get dirty, as learning through play often involves messy activities. Shoes should be easy for 

your child to manage independently (velcro fasteners are ideal).   

For PE and outdoor play, ensure your child's hair is tied back and any earrings are removed.
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Health and Safety

We prioritise the health and safety of all children in our care. Please adhere to the following guidelines:

Illness Reporting

Report all absences via the ParentMail App. Keep children 

home for 48 hours after the last bout of sickness or 

diarrhoea.

Allergies and Medical Conditions

Inform us of any allergies or medical conditions, however 

minor. We are a nut-free school. For children with asthma, 

provide named inhalers and spacers to be kept at school.

Hygiene

We encourage frequent handwashing and support children 

with toileting as needed.

Head Lice and Worms

Notify us if your child has head lice or worms so we can 

alert other parents to check and treat.

Security: For everyone's safety, please ensure the school gates are fully closed behind you when entering or leaving the site during 

the school day. Please do not allow children to press green buttons or open gates, as this should only be done by an adult.

Parents should not drive into the school staff car and dogs are not permitted on site. 

We strive to create a safe, healthy environment for all children and appreciate your cooperation in following these guidelines.
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Lunch Club Information
Our lunch club is designed to be a social time for your child, 

encouraging the development of social skills in a relaxed environment. 

Times and Costs
The lunch club runs from 11:45 am to 1:30 pm. For 

current costs and payment information, please 

refer to our Nursery Information Booklet.

Meal Options
Children can bring a packed lunch or opt for a hot school 

meal(payable). If bringing a packed lunch, please ensure 

it's nut-free and follows our healthy eating guidelines.

Seating and Eating

Children eat together in the Nursery classroom, 

supervised by our staff.  We encourage independence 

and good table manners.  To aid transition to Reception 

they will eat in the hall a few times in the summer.

Play Time
After eating, children have supervised play time, either 

indoors or outdoors, depending on the weather.

Booking for lunch club is essential, and we aim to accommodate your needs as much as possible. For more detailed 

information on lunch club procedures, please consult our comprehensive Nursery Information Booklet.
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Preparing Your Child for Nursery

Starting nursery is an exciting milestone for both you and your child. 

To help make the transition as smooth as possible, consider the following tips:

1. Develop independence: Encourage your child to practice putting on their coat

and shoes, and using the toilet independently.

2. Talk positively about nursery: Discuss the fun activities and new friends they’ll

make to build excitement.

3. Establish routines: Start adjusting bedtimes and wake-up times to match the nursery schedule a few weeks before starting.

4. Practice separation: Leave your child with trusted family members or friends for short periods to help them get used to being away 

from you.

5. Read books about starting nursery, sing songs and nursery rhymes.

6. Visit the nursery: If possible, attend any open days or settling-in sessions to help your child become familiar with the environment.

7. Prepare together: Involve your child in choosing their water bottle or backpack for nursery to build positive associations.

Remember, every child adapts differently, and our experienced staff are here to support both you and your child through this transition. 

Don't hesitate to discuss any concerns or questions you may have with us.
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Get in Touch
We hope this has provided you with an overview of our Nursery.  We are committed 

to providing a nurturing, stimulating environment where your child can thrive and 

begin their educational journey with confidence and joy.

If you have any questions, concerns, or would like to discuss your child's specific 

needs, please don't hesitate to get in touch. We're here to support you and your 

child every step of the way.

Nursery Admissions 
Enquiries

admin@hitchams.suffolk.sch.uk

General School Contact

01728 723354

admin@hitchams.suffolk.sch.uk

Website

www.hitchamsframlingham.org.uk

We look forward to welcoming you and your child to our Nursery community and being part of this exciting stage in your 

child's development.

Facebook Page

www.facebook.com/Fram.SRH.Primary/

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
http://www.hitchamsframlingham.org.uk/


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

