Welcome to our time of Collective Worship - Friday February 12th 2021

Trust God’s plan

You may like to imagine a lit candle, or invite an adult to light a real one — helping to remind
Christians that Jesus is The Light of The World.

Although we may not all be together in school as a body, we can come
together in spirit for Worship and think about our value perseverance.

“Peace be with you”....

“And also with you”

“The Light of Jesus has come into the world”
On our Journey of Life:

May God go ahead to lead the way.
May God go behind to spur us on,

May God stay alongside to be our friend.

Bible Verse:
“I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” Philippians 4:3

In our Worship last week, we focused our thoughts on Children’s Mental Health and
the importance of creative expression as a means of improving mental health in such
hard times. Our challenge perhaps is to keep Mental Health at the fore front of our
minds throughout and beyond the Covid Pandemic.

This week however, we return our thoughts to the value of Perseverance and all it
takes for us to be determined and our strength enduring in reaching and achieving our
goals regardless of the hardships we may encounter along the way. Christians believe
that Jesus is with them in every challenge that they face in their lives — encouraging
them to the end.

It is to the story of Noah which we turn to in our reflections this week. This story can
be found in The Old Testament of The Bible - Genesis, chapters 5-9. You can also
find this story in The Holy Quran which is considered by Muslims to be the "The
Word of Allah (God)". In it we hear how God tasked Noah with an enormously tricky
job - to build a huge boat. Even though he didn’t live near a lake or ocean, Noah
persevered in finishing the job that God gave him. While we watch the story of Noah
we may think about the Bible verse 'The Lord gives strength to those who are weary...
Those who trust the Lord will find new strength. They will be strong like eagles, soaring
up on wings; they will walk and run without getting tired" (Isaiah 40:29-31). Noah
persisted with grit and determination to complete what must have felt like an
impossible task. Yet his faith and trust in God being at his side throughout, enabled
Noah to persevere beyond what we may think is humanly possible.

Bible Story - https://youtu.be/yy51AUvQg4xg



Have a little quiet time to think about this story now and what we could learn from it.

Perhaps reflect on the following questions as you look at this painting of Noah'’s Ark
and listen to an excerpt this piece of music by Chopin

“Raindrop” Prelude. https://youtu.be/60FHXmiZP38

Nathaniel Currier (American, 1813-1888). Noah's Ark,

| wonder....

— What would have happened if Noah had given up and left the ark half built?

— What difficulties do you think he experienced? He didn’t even live near the
sea!

— How long do you think it took Noah to build an ark that was 450 feet long?

— What is the biggest project that you have built out of Lego®, wooden blocks or
something else?

— Has God ever given you a hard job?

— What are the secrets to keeping going?

— What disciplines are needed?

— How can we keep our eyes on the goal?

— Maybe the promise of a reward at the end helps? | wonder if the best sort of
reward is one of self -satisfaction...

— | wonder if perhaps the best encouragement is to have friends alongside us.


https://youtu.be/6OFHXmiZP38

Noah didn’t give up, he persevered and felt good. God was pleased with Noah'’s work.
God might give one of us a hard job to do. As we encounter hard times at the moment
in so many different ways, it is the value of perseverance which helps us all to face the
challenges we may feel God has placed in front of us all now, head on. We reflect on
the words we thought about in our second Worship this term, all of which can be used
to describe how we as humans and Christians are facing daily hardships through
determination and endurance, by being resolute, persist, dogged and unshakeable.
We recall how in the Bible, Christians read how Jesus often asked his disciples to
“‘endure patiently” in difficult situations and to “persevere” in the face of adversity.
Jesus trusted in God to be at his side even at times when it meant calling on the need
to persevere — just as we do now.

Let us celebrate God’s enduring love and guiding hand in song

We are singing Be Bold, Be Strong again this half term to help us feel renewed.

https://youtu.be/zRvCUz6KFB4

A Time for Prayers
If you want to make this prayer your own, please say Amen at the end

Dear Lord Jesus,

When | feel worried about facing a new challenge,
Help me to persevere.

When the going gets tough,

Help me to persevere.

When | feel like giving up,

Help me to persevere.

Amen

“Peace be with you”

“And also with you”

Thank you for joining us in worship today.


https://youtu.be/zRvCUz6KFB4

