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Dear Parents/Carers,

Once again we have reached the end of another academic year at Sir Robert Hitcham’s CEVAP
School where our standards have remained high, even with the more difficult to reach
Government levels of achievement. The dedication of our staff, supportive parents, Governors
and really engaged and motivated children have helped to maintain our ‘can do’ culture where
every child is empowered to fulfil their potential.

The year 2015/16 began fantastically with the school involvement in the ‘Flipside Festival’ at
Snape Maltings, the Hitcham’s Head Chefs Competition, meeting and working with the poet Kit
Wright and of course the Harvest celebrations.

The year continued with such highlights as the House singing competition for Key Stage 2, the
swimming gala, World Book day, a tractor, a boat, a loading shovel , calves, an owl and a lamb
in school and of course Christmas. Children took part in Royal celebrations for the Queen’s
birthday and we helped to celebrate with the community through our involvement with the
creation of the poetry anthology.

This year our sporting achievements have been quite simply outstanding and we are very
grateful to Mr Bennett-King and his volunteer team of helpers who supported the children in
achieving their very best. Whether it is swimming, cricket, hockey or cross country the children
involved have demonstrated throughout the year a mature and sporting attitude, a pride and a
determination, matched with a grace and resilience, supporting each other in whatever the
outcome of their endeavours. Our application for the Gold standard award in sports has been
accepted and we await the outcome in September.

Drama has also been an outstanding feature of our school this year. From Nativity productions
to ‘Peace Child’ in Year 6 the level of involvement of children through drama has increased
significantly this year. Having listened to some suggestions made by the Year 6 families leaving
us last year we have increased the children’s access to drama through the curriculum. As a
result the children’s confidence levels have increased.

Music continues to move from strength to strength under the wonderful leadership of Mrs
Mawson. Not only have the children engaged in their class music but the opportunities for
performance have increased for more children. Singing has been a feature this year with House
singing competitions, the formation of the ‘Firebirds’ all boys singing group, singing assemblies,
singing at Snape Maltings and more singing in the community. Next year we look forward to
singing with other schools as part of the ‘Everlasting Light’ Tear Fund Project and singing at the
02.

Outdoor education has also been a focus this year as families requested more opportunities for
children to learn outside the classroom. In response more classes have used Framlingham
Town, the Mere and Castle as well as our own school field and play space to enhance the
learning opportunities for the children. The traditional class and Key Stage trips have been
supplemented by a wide range of other trips and experiences to support the philosophy of
learning everywhere. The new ‘Cornerstones’ curriculum, which the staff have been trialling
this term, positively encourages learning experiences outside the classroom.
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I would like to thank all of the wonderful volunteers, including the Governors, along with the
hard working ‘Friends’ and Parent Council for supporting the school in the enrichment of the
learning opportunities for our children either through financial support or coming along to ‘walk’
with the children. We couldn’t do it without you.

We have continued to listen to suggestions made by our Pupil Voice groups. Our School Council,
Eco Council, House Captains and Vice Captains, Worship Team and Class Ambassadors have all
contributed tremendously to improvements for our school which range from a rotation of play
space for Key Stage 1 and 2 to improving play equipment , raising money for Christian Aid and
introducing ‘Cool to be Kind Week'.

This year has also seen the introduction of a new communications system to parents, an
impressive and resource-full website, and a re-vamped BLOG, which gives you an almost daily
visual journey of the learning opportunities we offer your children. We hope these
improvements help to keep you informed.

We are thrilled to announce that finally, after a huge amount of ‘behind the scenes work’ by
staff and Governors, Phase 1 of the front play area is to take place during the summer break.
The pool area will be covered over to increase play space for our children and following that,
further phases will include some of the original ideas from our children. We are all so looking
forward to re-using the pool area as a play space.

Particular thanks must be given to 2 people who are sadly leaving us this year:

Reverend Vipond, who has been a dedicated member of our Governing Body for many years,
helping to shape and develop our school, tirelessly working to support generations of children
has decided to retire. We wish him a happy and healthy retirement with grateful thanks for all
his wonderful contributions to our school.

Mr Bennett-King (Mr BK) will be leaving us to return to his studies at the end of the term.
Anyone who comes across Mr BK cannot fail to be impressed with his passion for children
achieving at sports. During his time at our school he has inspired a huge amount of children to
actively participate in keeping fit through PE and Sport. His commitment to our school has been
awesome both during and outside his working hours, to ensure that children are able to use the
very best resources to support their learning. We are so grateful for everything he has done for
our school and wish him every success for his future.

The teachers and support staff at our school are hardworking, dedicated, inspirational and
talented and, as such, deserve to be congratulated for delivering a wonderful packed year of
learning to all your children — well done to each and every one of them. I am sure you will join
me in sending our best wishes and prayers to Mr Brook as he continues with his treatment - we
have missed him this term.

Finally, thank you for your continued support of our school and an extra big thank you to the
children who contribute so much to the ongoing development of our amazing school, of which I
am so very proud to be the Headteacher.

I wish you all a restful and enjoyable summer break.

Mrs H Picton, Headteacher

Why not scroll back through the school BLOG to take a look at images from all of this year’s
fantastic opportunities that the children have had? http://hitchamsevents.blogspot.co.uk/



