
Headteacher Letter – Start of Term January 2021 

4 January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Happy New Year to you and your families. I do hope that you all had a restful Christmas and New 

Year. 

We welcome back all the families who have joined us today, our new families and all those who have 

chosen to remain at home or are unable to join us in school.  

At the end of last term my letter reflected on an Autumn Term in which proportionate protective 

measures were put in place at SRH for the safety and wellbeing of everyone.  It was due to the vast 

majority of families who followed those measures that we were able to remain open for the term 

and for that we are all very grateful. 

As we begin this term, I write to once again ask for your patience, help and support to allow SRH to 

remain open for as long as possible and for as many children as possible to receive the excellent 

education they deserve.  If your child/ren are remaining at home due to Covid related issues, I am 

able to authorise their absence but would ask for you to contact the office to keep us informed.  A 

separate remote-learning letter will be sent via Parent Mail tomorrow to help you to continue with 

supporting your child’s learning through MS Teams (or Tapestry for Nursery & Reception). 

This term we find ourselves in a very different situation from last term.  The new variant of Covid-19 

has significantly increased the potential for infection in adults and children and this in turn will 

inevitably effect our school.  Now is the time to review and amend our measures and for all of us to 

try even harder to work together to provide a safe working and learning environment. Our children 

are precious gifts and their safety is paramount. 

It is critical that we all redouble our efforts and contribute to keeping each other safe in the 

following ways:  

 Only 1 adult per family on school site 

 Adults entering the school site are asked to wear a face covering 

 Adults entering the school site must socially distance by at least 1 metre – ideally 2 

 Adults exiting the school site should to do so quickly and must socially distance by at least 1 

metre, ideally 2 

 Please feel able to speak with staff on the playground or at the gates (if the matter is urgent) 

but respect the need to distance by at least 1 metre 

Morning Drop-Off Procedure Change from tomorrow – Tuesday 5 January: 

 Children in Years 1 & 2 should be left by their adult at the wooden gate at the bottom of 

the front playground or the metal gate at the top of the front playground.  At both these 

entrances the children will be greeted by a staff member each morning. This will help to 

reduce the numbers of adults on the school site. 

 Reception children and Nursery children will continue to be brought in to school by their 

adult.  

Afternoon Collection Procedure Change from tomorrow – Tuesday 5 January: 

 Key Stage 1 and Reception families are asked to collect their children by staying to the left 

on the path and following the route on the playground. Please avoid cutting across others 

and keep your child with you as you exit the site quickly. 



 Year 5 & 6 children who have permission to leave school alone (or with siblings) will exit 

via the gate at the top of the back playground onto Coucy Close (the one used to walk to 

the field).  Those parents who meet their child/ren on New Road or in the car park MUST 

NOT drive into Coucy Close to meet your children but continue to meet them where you met 

previously. Hopefully this will go some way to reducing congestion on the driveway with 

families entering and leaving the school site at the same time as these children leaving. 

 Year 3 & 4 children who have permission to leave school alone will walk down the drive 

through the blue gates, the same as last term.  

 Please do not gather together on the school site or indeed outside the school gates. 

 Please ONLY collect your children at the time appropriate for your age of child: 

 Children ONLY IN Reception & KS1 from Front playground - enter site at 2.55pm 

 Children ONLY IN KS2 from Back playground - enter site at 2.55pm 

 Children in BOTH Reception/KS1 AND KS2 or childminders – enter site from 3pm-

3.05pm.  

To further reduce mixing in school, our year group family bubbles have been reduced to class 

bubbles.  However, if we don’t have enough staff to safely open a class it will be closed and you will 

be informed. Please be aware that we may not always be able to staff your children’s classes with 

their class teachers.   

For this week, all mixed groupings of children and staff have been cancelled eg. phonic groups, 

mixed catch-up groups and Forest Schools.  We do hope that it will not be long before we are able to 

reinstate these successful ways of working. 

I sincerely request that as we move through this critical time, we do so mindful of others and in the 

confidence that everyone at SRH is doing their utmost to maintain a calm and happy learning 

environment for our children. 

Please note there will be no weekly newsletter tomorrow. 

Kind Regards 

Mrs H Picton 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 


