Headteacher Letter Week 4 - 25 Jan

Dear Parents/Carers

We've arrived at week 4 of lockdown and you’ve already been working so hard to support your
children in their home learning.

Some children are getting into a routine of their learning and others are beginning to become a little
unsettled as they realise that they may not be returning to school for some time to come. The
teachers are hearing from some of you that your children may be having difficulty settling to
learning as they are tired of the process of writing and are at times refusing to complete the work
set for them. If that is your child or children please do not think that you have to complete the
assignment for them. The teachers will help you, as we all know that children are capable of far
more than they let on! Please do not let this become a daily battle between you and your children.
Only do what you are able and the teachers will do the rest. Everyone learns in different ways, some
absorb learning through the little and often approach, whereas others are capable of sustained
learning. You know your children best. There is not one size fits all, so please make it work for your
family circumstances and the staff are there to support in whatever way they can.

In school we are managing to keep the integrity of the bubbles and are continuing to follow a
rigorous hygiene and distancing routine. Despite this, in school over the lockdown period, we have
been notified of parents, children and a member of staff who have tested positive for Coronavirus.
Thankfully all are now recovering or recovered. This serves as a timely reminder that in spite of all
the precautions taken the virus is now close by. | again would urge those who are considering
sending their children to school to consider extremely carefully if you have any other choice.

As you will have seen in the media, primary school staff are being given the chance to take up Lateral
Flow Testing this week with tests provided by the NHS for home use. Our staff are being trained in
the administration of these tests which they can perform twice per week. Please do be aware that
any positive test results from the staff could mean the immediate closure of the bubble they have
been working with. As the recommended optimum time for taking the test is in the early morning
this may impact you if you drop your child/ren at school in the morning. We will endeavour to
inform families as soon as possible.

Please look out for a letter shortly regarding the Parent / Teacher virtual conversations that are
planned to take place in the week before half term. The letter explains booking procedures which
will be made through ParentMail from Tuesday evening.

We are afraid that the school will not be open for Keyworker families during Half Term.

Finally from me this week, | would like to sincerely thank the generosity of members of the public
who have contacted us, regarding laptop and iPad donations. We are very grateful to those and to
anyone who has offered to help and support our school in many ways. We feel, extremely privileged
to work in such a caring community and on behalf of our children and staff — thank you.

Keep safe & well
Mrs H Picton

Headteacher



