
 

 

08 September 2026 

 

Could Your Child Benefit from Extra Support at School? 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We would like to remind families about Free School Meals (FSM) and Pupil Premium funding and 
highlight important changes to Free School Meal eligibility from September 2026. 

Important Changes to Free School Meal 

From September 2026, there are two types of benefits-related Free School Meal eligibility: 

• Targeted Free School Meals (FSM) 
This applies to eligible families receiving Universal Credit where annual household earnings are 
£7,400 or less, as well as families who meet certain other qualifying benefit criteria. 

Children eligible for Targeted FSM receive free school meals and may also qualify for additional 
 support. Importantly, their eligibility can also attract Pupil Premium funding for the school. 

• Expanded Free School Meals (FSM) 
From September 2026, children in households receiving Universal Credit with annual 
household earnings above £7,400 are also entitled to free school meals. 

However, Expanded FSM eligibility does not attract Pupil Premium funding or other support 
 specifically linked to Targeted FSM. 

Please be aware that the previous transitional protections for existing Free School Meal claims 
have now ended, meaning eligibility is no longer automatically protected until the end of a child's 
current phase of education. 

Pupil Premium – Extra Support for Your Child 

If your child qualifies for Targeted FSM, it is very important that you apply. 

The school receives additional funding, called Pupil Premium, for eligible children. This funding 
enables us to provide additional opportunities and support. 

Even if your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 and already receives a free school meal through 
Universal Infant Free School Meals, please still apply if you think you may qualify. Your application 
could enable the school to receive valuable additional funding to support your child.  
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How could this help your child? 

At our school, Pupil Premium support can include: 

• Help towards the cost of school trips and visits 
• Breakfast Club places 
• After-school clubs and activities (excluding wraparound care) 
• Music lessons 
• A school sweatshirt or cardigan each year 
• A KS2 PE T-shirt and hoodie, where appropriate 
• Additional support with learning, confidence and wellbeing 

How do I apply? 

If you receive Universal Credit or any of the benefits listed below, please apply for         
Free School Meals using this link:  https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 

The application process is confidential. Your child will not be identified or treated differently because 
they receive Free School Meals or Pupil Premium support. 

You may qualify for Targeted FSM if you receive: 

• Universal Credit and your annual household earnings are £7,400 or less 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 
If you receive Universal Credit and your annual household earnings are above £7,400, your child may 
qualify for Expanded FSM, which provides free school meals but does not attract Pupil Premium 
funding. 

Armed Forces Families 

If your child is from a family connected to the armed forces, please let the school office know, as they 
may be eligible for additional support through Service Pupil Premium. 

Not Sure Whether You Qualify? 

Please apply even if you are unsure. It is quick to check and could mean free school meals for your 
child as well as valuable additional support.  Alternatively, please contact the school office and we will 
be happy to help. 

Thank you for helping us access this important funding, which enables us to provide additional 
opportunities and support for children at our school. 

Yours sincerely, 

   
Mrs L Cann - Headteacher 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

