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1. Introduction 

1.1 The Governing Body recognises the valuable contribution that a wide range of additional 
activities—including clubs, educational visits, visiting speakers, performers, theatre groups, and 
residential experiences—can make towards pupils' personal and social education. 

1.2 The Governing Body aims to promote and provide such activities as part of a broad and 
balanced curriculum for the pupils of the school, as well as additional optional activities. Some of 
these activities will be provided outside normal school hours. 

2. Charges 

Instrumental music tuition:  

The Governing Body reserves the right to charge parents for the cost of instrumental tuition (e.g., 
guitar, brass, wind), in line with Local Authority guidance. Charges will not exceed the cost to the 
school and will be reviewed annually. Parents may also need to cover costs for hiring/purchasing 
instruments, materials, or equipment. 

3. Voluntary Contributions by Parents 

3.1 The Headteacher/SLT invite parents to make voluntary contributions to support the provision 
of activities. For most school trips during school hours, parents will be asked to contribute 
voluntarily. 

3.2 There is no obligation to pay, and no child will be excluded or treated differently if parents do 
not contribute. 

3.3 The Governing Body reserves the right to cancel any planned school visit if insufficient 
voluntary contributions render the visit financially unviable. 

3.4 A letter will be sent to parents prior to any visit or event, outlining the details and costs 
involved. 

3.5 If a child is absent on the day of the trip, no automatic refund will be issued unless requested 
by the parent or guardian.  

 

  



4. Remission of Charges 

4.1 Pupils may be eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) if their family circumstances meet one or 
more of the following criteria: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit – for applications made on or after 1 April 2018, the household income 
must generally be less than £7,400 a year (net earnings, after tax and excluding benefits 
received) 

4.2 Children who are eligible for FSM do not need to pay for trips or activities covered under this 
policy, though families may make a voluntary contribution if they wish. 

4.3 All letters to parents regarding visits or events involving charges will include the following 
statement: "According to the Governors’ Charging and Remissions Policy, children eligible for Free 
School Meals do not need to pay for this event. Nor will they be expected to make a voluntary 
contribution unless they choose to do so. The Governors reserve the right to cancel any planned 
school visit if an insufficient number of parents contribute, rendering the visit financially unviable." 

4.4 In other cases of family hardship, parents are invited to apply in confidence for remission of 
charges, either partially or fully. Authorisation will be granted at the discretion of the Headteacher, 
in consultation with the Chair of Governors. 

 


